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General Meeting Date: September 16, 2025 MINUTES	
Time:  6:08 Eastern Time
AGENDA
1. Approval of Agenda
· Moved by Susan Fennel
· Seconded by Snigdha Malik
· Carried.
2. Approval of May 20th, General Meeting Minutes 
· Moved by Iris Diegel-Nava
· Seconded by Sue Perlman
· Carried.
3. Business arising from Minutes
	CHAIR
	REPORT

	President’s Report
Linda Ford
	· Chaired the meeting and welcomed members and guests.
· Question for members and guests included how long we had been members and what brought us to BPW.
· Linda provided highlights of the sold-out BPW Ontario conference that our club hosted. 
· Everyone was impressed with Charmaine Williams, and Linda would like to have her come back to the club as a guest speaker. 

	Past President
Carol Kollar
	

	Treasurer Report
Pat Dowling
	· The latest treasurer’s report was emailed before the meeting and is available in the Members Area of the BPW Brampton Caledon website. 



	Special Events
Pat Dowling
	· Total profit from the 2025 Golf tournament was:  $14,900.00 from the club plus the $3K from Scotiabank for a total of $17,900.00.
· We are looking at donating the $3,000.00 from Scotiabank to Victim Services of Peel.  Another $3,000.00 from our club will be donated to Caledon Community Services.
· Since we did have a profitable year previously, we are looking at donating another $3,000.00 from the club to another one of our community partners.  My suggestion would be Wellspring Chinguacousy.  
· Moving forward, the Bingo money raised will be distributed through the Zonta Club just as we do with the Canadian Progress Club and our meat and cookie drives.
· We are looking to give out the money in September to Caledon Community Services and Wellspring Chinguacousy.  We will have Scotiabank distribute the funds at the October meeting, when both Mollie Cavan and Christine Sarju are present.
· We are also going to move forward with another $500.00 US for our Kiva Project.  Amanda Graham-Rowe will set this up for us once again.  This should result in approximately $700.00 Canadian.
· I will speak more with Snigdha Malik regarding moving our open money into a 1-year locked-in GIC with a guaranteed and higher interest rate than we are currently earning with our Manulife account at 1.45%.  Since our club is in a strong financial position, it may be worthwhile to consider this option for a one-year term only, to be reviewed upon renewal.

	Special Committee
Barb Hore &
Pat Dowling
	On September 11 and 13, 2025, BPW Brampton Caledon proudly hosted the 79th Annual BPW Ontario Conference and AGM. This sold-out event welcomed members from 10 clubs across the province, creating a vibrant gathering of collaboration, learning, and celebration.

The conference opened virtually on Thursday evening with a focus on provincial resolutions (see the resolutions update for details). 

On Saturday, members came together in person at the Brampton Golf Club for a full day of business sessions, networking, and inspiration. Highlights included elections for the new provincial board, updates from the North American and Caribbean Regional Coordinator, Karin Gorgerat, and reports from the provincial board members.

In the afternoon, attendees participated in a professional development workshop on Interpersonal Conflict, led by our own Sandra Sharpe, equipping members with valuable tools for personal and professional growth.

The banquet was a special occasion to celebrate, marked by the recognition of long-time members and a commendation I presented to the Honourable Charmaine Williams, MPP for Brampton, in honour of her dedication to women in Ontario. The evening keynote speaker, Jill Knowles, delivered an inspiring address on leadership and women’s empowerment, leaving a lasting impression on all in attendance.

	First Vice President/
International Affairs /
KIVA PROJECT
Amanda Graham-Rowe
	Sent regrets

	Second Vice President
Lubna Sami
	Participated as a delegate at the BPW Canada Virtual AGM; actively contributed to resolution debates 

Attended the BPW Canada Pan-Canadian Virtual Resolutions Meeting to review and understand national resolutions. Also participating as a delegate and volunteer in the upcoming BPW Ontario Conference and AGM on September 13th, and Provincial Resolutions Virtual Meeting on September 11th, and look forward to engaging with fellow members and contributing to their success.

Completed the online bingo training and am scheduled for on-site training on October 24th in support of our fundraising initiatives.

Additionally, open to participating in other committees and see a strong potential in further engaging with Programs and Personal & Professional development committees. Our committees are well-positioned to support members in advocacy, leadership, and giving back, regardless of age.


Recommend also leveraging member expertise, Personal and Professional development programming (finance, mortgages, law, accounting, entrepreneurship) for panels/workshops, combined with hands-on sessions (e.g., seasonal gift-making, baking, creative skills) to balance professional development with wellness and community building. Resonating with prospective members while strengthening engagement within the club.

	Membership /
District Director
Barb Hore
	Membership Update
· To date, we have 43 members renewed.

District Director
· Bowmanville is hosting the 75th Anniversary Celebration. “Remembering the Past – The Future is Ours”. Join us for a special evening that reminds us that by  “Remembering our Past, the Future is ours to Create”. SAVE THE DATE: Thursday, October 16, 2025, 6:00 – 9:30 PM @ Three Six Kitchen Restaurant (36 King St E, Bowmanville, ON L1C 1N2)

Next District Meeting: 
· Saturday, October 25th, in Niagara Falls at the Betty Restaurant. Visit our website, located under the Event Calendar menu, for details.

	Secretary
Mina Di Domenico
	Sent regrets

Club: Continue to record and maintain the minutes of all general and executive meetings. Record attendance at executive meetings in the minutes and preserve these records and minutes in an electronic format. 

Friendly reminder:
All agendas, minutes, and financial reports are posted on the website under the "Members Area" button on the upper right-hand side. As an executive, you have access to a folder that members do not. Below is your login ID and password to access the folders.


	Resolutions/By-Laws/
Public Affairs 
Mina Di Domenico
	BPW Canada Resolutions
Our club actively participated in all events leading up to the BPW Canada virtual AGM, including preparing speaking notes for both movers and seconders — for our club and several other clubs as well. At the AGM on Saturday, August 23rd, our club discussed, debated, and voted on four of the eight national resolutions. 

Resolutions were the highlight of the day. Outcomes will be shared in the upcoming newsletter.

BPW Ontario Resolutions
Two resolutions and one commendation are being presented at the provincial level. Our club submitted one of the resolutions and the commendation. I participated in preparing these items and provided speaking notes for our club member delegates to present. Details will follow in the club newsletter.

Acknowledgment
Many thanks to Linda, Lubna, and Kim, our club delegates, for their contributions to these important events.

Club Bylaws and Regulations
These documents are available in the Members’ Area of our website (accessible via the button in the upper right-hand corner of the homepage). Please note that the Executive password has changed for this year.

Public Affairs
Recent updates will be included in the upcoming fall newsletter.


	Website 
Mina Di Domenico
	Website: BPW Brampton Caledon
The fall program information has been added to the website. Please visit our club's website for the Events Calendar for details.

Website: BPW Ontario/Conference tab
Two new pages have been added: “Conference Fundraiser” and “Conference Feedback Form”.

As an intergenerational club with members from diverse professions, we must recognize the importance of effectively engaging current and potential members through multiple communication channels, including paper, email, websites, and social media platforms.

	Correspondence Secretary
Sue Perlman
	Condolence cards were sent to the families of Anne Hodson and Lin Buxton.

Note: Dr. Dormer Ellis, a longtime member of BPW, will be celebrating her 100th birthday on November 23rd. Sue will be sending a card to acknowledge this remarkable milestone.

	Projects / Programs
Kim McDermott
	July 10th: The Annual Planning Meeting was held at Iris Diegel-Nava’s home. Lots of great ideas were shared at the High Tea Potluck event.

2025/2026 Year General Meetings Program

· September 16: Live Life Happy with Andrea Seydel, Villa Caledon Inn,
· October 21: Pink Tax and Ending Period Poverty with Ruhmeet Garcha, Vesuvio’s Restaurant, price TBD
· November 18: Paint, Meditate, and Empower with Shazia Warsi, Potluck at Terra Cotta Community Centre
· December 9: Holiday Party TBD
· January 20: Meet Dr. Cherry Fox, Brampton Flying Club
· February 17: International Night, TBD
· March 17: TBD
· April 21: TBD
· May 19: AGM 

	Publicity / 
Public Relations / 
Dinner Convenor
Sheila Walker
	Membership Directory:  confirmed at the September member information.

Club Focus: Submission due on September 19th.

Business card ads will once again be featured in the fall newsletter—business card ads - 35$ for members and 50$ for non-members.

	yBPW & Social Media
Emmanuella Dwumfour
	Sent regrets. 

	Personal Development
Nelia De Souza
	Sent regrets.

	Bursary
Amanda 
Graham-Rowe
Angela McKinnon
	Sent regrets. 



Other business: 

Meeting adjournment: 6:55 pm 

Next General Meeting is on Tuesday, October 21st at Vesuvio’s Restaurant. Please check our website for details.
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