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	Business and Professional Women’s Club
BPW Brampton Caledon Club
333 Gooseberry Street
Orangeville, Ontario L9W 5B9
www.bpwbrampton.com
info@bpwbrampton.com



General Meeting Date: October 21, 2025 MINUTES	
Time:  6:12 pm Eastern Time
AGENDA
1. Approval of Agenda
· Moved by Sue Perlman
· Seconded by Anne Thompson
· Carried.
2. Approval of September 16, 2025, General Meeting Minutes 
· Moved by Carol Kollar
· Seconded by Barb Hore
· Carried.
3. Business arising from Minutes
	CHAIR
	REPORT

	President’s Report
Linda Ford
	· Chaired the meeting and welcomed members and guests.
· Linda shared that it was International Women’s History Month. She provided highlights of Canadian women’s achievements over the years and how much more needs to be done to achieve and maintain equality. An ode to the Famous Five was also mentioned.

	Past President
Carol Kollar
	· no report

	Treasurer Report
Pat Dowling
	· The latest treasurer’s report was emailed before the meeting and is available in the Members Area of the BPW Brampton Caledon website. 
· T2 Corporate Taxes are complete.

	Special Events
Pat Dowling
	· Total profit from the 2025 Golf tournament was:  $14,900.00 from the club plus the $3,000 from Scotiabank for a total of $17,900.00.
· Scotiabank representatives Mollie Cavan and Christine Sarju attended the meeting, and a cheque was presented to the team at Victim Services of Peel for $3,000. Another $3,000.00 from our club will be donated to Caledon Community Services.
· Our club is partnering with the Zonta Club on fundraising via volunteering at Brampton Bingo. The Bingo money raised will be distributed through the Zonta Club, just as we do with the Canadian Progress Club and our meat and cookie drives. Please reach out to Pat regarding training. Our goal is to have our members engaged in this worthwhile fundraiser to help our community partners.
· We are also going to move forward with another $500.00 US for our Kiva Project.  Amanda Graham-Rowe will set this up for us once again.  This should result in approximately $700.00 Canadian.
· For our fall fundraiser, Meat Drive, and our partnership with the Canadian Progress Club, 26 cases of meat were sold. 
· Our Holiday Cookie and Cake Drive will commence soon, and we will get information out to our members through the newsletter and the website.

	Special Committee
Barb Hore &
Pat Dowling
	· Our club hosted the BPW Ontario conference on September 13th. There was a profit from this event of $4,300. Our club will receive 50% of this profit, with the other half remaining with BPW Ontario.

	First Vice President/
International Affairs /
KIVA PROJECT
Amanda Graham-Rowe
	KIVA Micro Loans Projects: Empowering Women Worldwide

Deposited another US$500; actively looking for more microloans

We currently have three active loans helping women improve their livelihoods and strengthen their communities:
Sustainable Artisan Development Project (Peru)
Purpose: Training, market access, and income support for 250+ artisans
Loan Amount: USD$250
Repayment status - $34.77 repaid; currently behind schedule
Note: Originally due December 2025 – awaiting revised repayment schedule
 
Madina (Tajikistan)
Purpose: X-ray specialist upgrading equipment to meet demand and improve healthcare access
Loan Amount: USD$125
Repayment Status: $29.33 repaid; on schedule
Expected Full Repayment: October 2026
 
Gloria  (Ghana) - NEW
Purpose: Expanding the mobile money business to meet customer demand
Loan Amount: USD$125
Repayment Status: Repayment begins December 1, 2025
Expected Full Repayment: September 2026

 Previous Paid Loans:
· Gotitas De Esperanza 1 Group (Nicaragua).  Assisted members in purchasing supplies for their businesses.  Full Repayment: December 1, 2024
· Kana Group (Democratic Republic of the Congo).  Helped members buy wholesale boards to supplement initial capital, supporting entrepreneurs in conflict-affected areas.  Full Repayment: December 1, 2024
· Nazava Water Filters.  Helped purchase water filter materials to provide 200,000 people with access to safe drinking water.  Full Repayment: May 2024
· Ana – Ecuador to cover her household expenses – she rents supplies for social events in her community.  Delivers to venues and makes custom decorations.  She is looking to grow her business. Fully repaid as of August 2025.

	Second Vice President
Lubna Sami
	Sent regrets.

	Membership /
District Director
Barb Hore
	Membership Update
· To date, we have 46 members renewed.

District Director
· Bowmanville is hosting the 75th Anniversary Celebration. “Remembering the Past – The Future is Ours”. A well-attended and fun event. 

Next District Meeting: 
· The next District/Regional meeting will take place in April 2026. 

	Secretary
Mina Di Domenico
	Club: Continue to record and maintain the minutes of all general and executive meetings. Record attendance at executive meetings in the minutes and preserve these records and minutes in an electronic format. 

Friendly reminder:
All agendas, minutes, and financial reports are posted on the website under the "Members Area" button on the upper right-hand side. 

	Resolutions/By-Laws/
Public Affairs 
Mina Di Domenico
	Resolutions

The outcomes of our 2025 provincial and federal resolutions are included in the fall newsletter. As a result of the resolutions passed, a brief has been sent to the federal government, opposing parties, and allied groups. The brief is also available on our website in the members’ area; a huge thank you to Sheila for creating such an informative and engaging fall newsletter.

Canada’s AI survey deadline is October 31st. Details and suggested responses will be communicated via email this week, so please watch for that. 

Finally, I’d like to invite all members to consider targeting resolutions at the local and provincial levels. This is a great way to have a direct impact on our communities. If you are interested in joining the Resolutions Committee, please reach out to me. 

Club Bylaws and Regulations
These documents are available in the Members’ Area of our website (accessible via the button in the upper right-hand corner of the homepage). Please note that the password has changed for this year.

Public Affairs
Recent updates are included in the fall newsletter.


	Website 
Mina Di Domenico
	Website: BPW Brampton Caledon
The fall program information has been added to the website. Please visit our club's website for the Events Calendar for details. Along with the fall program, the fall newsletter, member profiles and business profiles are also available.

We will add our guest speaker’s website to our website reference pages.

As an intergenerational club with members from diverse professions, we must recognize the importance of effectively engaging current and potential members through multiple communication channels, including paper, email, websites, and social media platforms.

	Correspondence Secretary
Sue Perlman
	No updates

	Projects / Programs
Kim McDermott
	Kim provided highlights of our upcoming meetings:

2025/2026 Year General Meetings Program

· September 16: Live Life Happy with Andrea Seydel, Villa Caledon Inn,
· October 21: Pink Tax and Ending Period Poverty with Ruhmeet Garcha, Vesuvio’s Restaurant, price TBD
· November 18: Paint, Meditate, and Empower with Shazia Warsi, Potluck at Terra Cotta Community Centre
· December 9: Holiday Party will be hosted at Iris’ home
· January 20: Meet Dr. Cherry Fox, Brampton Flying Club
· February 17: International Night, Vesuvio’s Restaurant, Brampton
· March 17: We’re Cooking in Caledon, Terra Cotta Community Centre
· April 21: Reverse Mortgages: The Pros and Cons Panel
· May 19: AGM 
· June 22: Annual Ladies Charity Golf Tournament

For details on the upcoming events, please visit our website.

	Publicity / 
Public Relations / 
Dinner Convenor
Sheila Walker
	Membership Directory: This was shared with our members via an email communication and is also available on our website.
Club Focus: The Fall newsletter was distributed via email last week and is also available via our website.

	yBPW & Social Media
Emmanuella Dwumfour
	Sent regrets. 

	Personal Development
Nelia De Souza
	Nelia shared information from The Four Agreements, a bestselling self-help book written by Don Miguel Ruiz, published in 1997. It's based on ancient Toltec wisdom and offers a code of conduct aimed at achieving personal freedom and a fulfilling life.
The Four Agreements are:
1. Be Impeccable with Your Word
2. Don't Take Anything Personally
3. Don't Make Assumptions
4. Always Do Your Best


	Bursary
Amanda 
Graham-Rowe
Angela McKinnon
	Angela provided an update on communications with Sheridan College.



Other business: 

Susan Fennel shared the upcoming Hockey event. Information is now posted on our website.
Hatice Yazar shared how challenging it has been to obtain baby food for a new family in Canada.

Meeting adjournment: 6:52 pm 
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